"Prosser's Patent" Agate Button Images

« MANUPACTURE OF PORCELAIN BUTTONS.”

We published in the Merchants' Magarine for Novemb , 1860, vol. xxiii, page 578,
8 brief extract from the Staffordshire Advertiser, touching the facture of “ Porce-
Iain Buttons” which our correspondent, Mr. Th Prosser, pr to be “alto-
gether erronecus.” Mr. Richard Prosser, a brother of the writer, is the inventor of the
-éinuyfwtho-nnhchnofaﬂahuﬁdad?auhh,tehmmmﬁn
mldnantoginmthaitytowemumumdointhembjdnedmmud-
cation :—

New Yourx, December 18tk, 1850,

Fazouax Howr, Eeq, Editor of the Merchants' Magazine, New York :

Sm :—In this November number of ownblelngldne,thefe‘ismnrﬁcle opie
from the Staffordshire Advertiser, m manufacture of porcelain buattons, w is
altogether erruneons, and it may answer a purpose to have corrected, inasmuch
#s there is a lementable deficiency of know on the subject of the economy of ma-
mufacturing jon, both here and in Btaffordshire; and few are aware of the
immense sums which have been expended foolishly in consequence thereof. in this one
branch of a very simple manufacture. It is almost an universal error among those not
intimately acquain with such matters, to suppose, that it must necessarily be eco-
pomical to make a large pumber of small articles at a blow ; or to perfurm a great
mwdoﬁmﬁmhmm&hqndamﬁm:mhmgmbeweﬁﬂm
as the article under i ion has furnished ample proof to those who have tried
it on both sides of the Atlantic. Pwuhhbutwmmbywm&';};?m
of merchandise, for they were known as expensive curiosities more y years
qo;ndkimtgniny-ﬁuymm:pdmtmukmomiwmahg

112 Journal of Mining and Manufactures.

them. Notwithstanding this, however, porcelain buttons were not known as & comman
and extensive article of manufactare until my invention of what is commonly known
as the “ dry process,” was introduced.

This invention originated with me in the year 1832, and the first button that was
ever made by that process was made by me in 1837.

No buttons were made by the same process until two years after that time. In the
mennﬁme,lhduﬂudhﬁ:i-mﬁy,mdb.ddiduedlbemhlﬁ:&,nd
in 1840 ied for a patent.

From year dates a most extensive branch of ind n and after-
wards in France; nor is it in the slightest interfe with by the saupposed
mnﬁauremthe old way (for a very old way it really is) referred to in the article

m

honor of having been useful in a small matter. It is, however, a source of regret that
the patent law of this (and I greatly fear of most other countries too) should afford =0
little protection to the poor inventor, as to deserve the same severe epitbetm
“a fraud, a delusion, and a snare,” as was applied by an Irish petriot to an i

law. Orjghnl}ymyhre:n&nm' apply to cups, saucers, knobs, and
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of & new trial on grounds entirely distinct jon of validity of the

and without any reason whatever being assigned :.nqu;&;m pointoflavtyorpactx.i
felt that there was very little security under our present patent la
present, at least, have given up the prosecation of an undertaking of m-
pwhm_h&mwm?y,ﬁeﬁng,uitdoegthegm&edmﬁa for
the plastic art of any in world. The rudeness of the i now used in”the
Potteries of and other parts of Europe, was scarcely by that of emy
other country a thousand years ago.

Scarcely any machinery whatever has been successfully introduced. The plate ma-
chine of Ridgeway has entirely failed ; and that is the model oa which the are
n‘Adtohsve'beenmsde. Bugliketoomnlother dreamed-of-inventions, that are
cried up as being made, when they are only going to be tried to be made, the inventor

the good old Seriptural adage “let not he who putteth on his armor boast as be
eth it off,” for not only cannot the buttons be made so cheap, by this method,
unr;nbem-de at all, at least not one in ten, for they crack in firing,

The number which one woman can make of these buttons is almost incredible
Tveuty-ﬁve buttons are often made in one minute, but the usual rate is from 12 to 18
per minute, the week round The price paid for making i
which rate the of one woman vary from §3 to $44 per week. enty thoe-
-quofbutwmﬂ.ubmmdefermk;butnmtmmm the
Potteries of Staffordshire, and only a few thousand groes, of an inferior character, st
Worcester. The whole of the machinery was invented by my brother, Mr. Richard
l?m-er;mdthtya-hmotxtfwmkingﬂouﬁlumd tesserm is still in full opers-
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Thomas Prosser's 1850 letter to the New York Merchants' Magazine
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late r////fg UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND, ((///ggaz((/ e the
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¢
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21st June 1838 Thomas's Affidavit of his intention to adopt U.S citizenship
Courtesy of Jody Behrbohm
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8th August 1840 Thomas's first dust-pressed patent application
U.S. National Archives
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Thomas's letter dated 16th April 1841 to U.S. Patent Office
All images: U.S. National Archives
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30th June 1841 Thomas's much reduced final U.S. patent application
U.S National Archives
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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

THOMAS PROSSER, OF PATERSON, NEW JERSEY.

IMPROVEMENT IN THE MANUFACTURE OF BUTTONS.

Specification forming part of Letiers Patent No. 2,199, dated July 29, 1841; antedated January 29, 1841,

To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, THOMAS PROSSER, of the
town of Paterson, in thecounty of Passaic and
State of New Jersey, civil engineer and archi-
tect, have invented a new and useful Improve-
ment in the Manufacture of Buttons; and I

“do hereby declare that the following is a full
and exact deseription thereof.

My improvement in the manufacture of but-
tons consists, first, in making them of mate-
rizls not heretofore used for or applied to that
purpose—to wift, such clay-earths or other
earthy materials and metallic oxides as are
now commonly used by pottersin the manufac-
ture of domestic earthenware; and, secondly,
in making them in metallic mnolds, in which the
materials are compressed with considerable
force by means of a common fly serew-press,
or any other suitable mechanical contrivance,
after being reduced to a fine powder.

The pressurq given must be sufficient to
cause the powdered clay to cohere and retain
the form of the button which is impressed upon
it in the mold, after which it is to be fired and

glazed in the potter’s kiln in the usual manner,
and also painted or printed similar to ordinary
porcelain, if required. Such buttons as have
holes in them for the purpose of sewing them
on the clothing are then complete; but those
requiring shanks of metal have them stuck
into a recess made in the button for that pur-
pose by means of shellac or other cement; or
they are attached to a shell which covers the
whole of the back of the button and turns a
little over the front, the front of the button
only appearing set in a metallic {rame or shell,
and at the back of which is the shank.

What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

The manufacture above mentioned, consist-
ing of buattons formed of compressed clay or
other earthy materials, as set forth.

Witness my hand this 30th day of June, 1841,

THOMAS PROSSER.

Witnesses:
GEORGE BRADLEY,
JAMES BRADLEY.

Thomas's Patent antedated to 29th January 1841
U.S National Archives
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AD.1840. June 17. N° 854§
PROSSER'S Seecreicatrox.

' (1Sheet)
. ]
Sheel of Drawings refered by i
Richard, Bossers Speafication
Latent daded 17 June 1840.
¥16. 4 FIG. 2.
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the Queen's most Fxcellent Majesty. 1853.

17th December 1840: the drawing in the enrolled specification of Richard's
patent dated 17th June 1840 ( for the full specification see the PDF in
The Patents link on the Menu bar).
UK Intellectual Property Office
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Drawing from
Bapterosses's Patent
No. 1BB341 dated 4th
November 1844 with a

close up left of the 144
button die.
INPI French website
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The only known
image of
Minton's
(Richard)

"Prosser's
Patent Agate
Buttons"
NBS National

Button Bulletin

dated March
1952
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Early sample card of
Bapterosses's buttons
Courtesy of Judy Behrbaum
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Bapterosses's factory Briare c1875 - Wikipedia
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57. BRIARE — Les cités ouvritres et la Fabrique de boutons
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Briare canal with Bapterosses's factory in background
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BRIARE. - Ferme de Rivotte
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Bapterosses's farm for the dairy herd for the milk for the button manufactory

Jean-Felix Bapterosses (1813 - 1885 ) - photograph presumably taken in his
last decade; 10,000 people were said to have attended his funeral.
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